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We know that two-thirds of asbestos 

plaintiffs have no symptoms whatso-
ever and they are flooding the courts 
to protect their rights in case they get 
sick sometime in the future. Mean-
while, plaintiffs who are sick are left 
behind. This has been a key point that 
the trial bar representing actually in-
jured plaintiffs has raised. 

But the financial uncertainty of as-
bestos liability is probably causing the 
greatest cost. Already 70 companies 
have gone into bankruptcy court, and 
there are approximately 900 publicly 
traded companies now facing asbestos 
lawsuits. If Congress does not act this 
year, we estimate 800 companies will go 
bankrupt over this issue. This, accord-
ing to the National Economic Research 
Association and Rand Institute study, 
has cost Americans 60,000 jobs so far, 
and will cost 423,000 jobs in the future. 

The system that we are under now 
has very uncertain results. Robert 
York has no symptoms and collected 
$1,200 in his asbestos lawsuit. Half went 
to his lawyer. William Sullivan had un-
defined asbestos exposure and collected 
$350,000, with his lawyer’s contingency 
being undisclosed. Ken Ronnfeldt had 
exposure to asbestos and collected 
$2,500, half going to his lawyer; whereas 
Ron Huber, who had asbestos-related 
illness, collected only $14,000, and is ap-
pealing, rightly, his case. 

I think the time is now for asbestos 
liability reform. I think this is a crit-
ical issue, not just to make sure that 
actual victims truly suffering con-
sequences are compensated, but also 
that we remove this cloud of liability 
from America’s companies that is de-
pressing the value of the retirement 
savings of millions of Americans. 

The test comes in 2 days before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee. My hope 
is that we have a bipartisan agreement 
to move asbestos liability reform 
through the Senate, and then it will be 
time for the House to act.
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HONORING THE PUBLIC SERVICE 
OF DAVID LIZARRAGA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. ROYBAL-
ALLARD) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise on the 35th anniversary of the 
East Los Angeles Community Union to 
recognize its president and CEO, David 
Lizarraga, and to commend TELACU 
on the 20th anniversary of its scholar-
ship program. 

TELACU is a nonprofit community 
development corporation dedicated to 
rebuilding the East Los Angeles com-
munity. Despite complex challenges, 
TELACU’s approach is simple: to pro-
vide people with the tools for self-em-
powerment and self-sufficiency and to 
create opportunities to use those tools 
to improve their lives. 

Under the leadership of Mr. 
Lizarraga, TELACU has become the 
largest, most successful Hispanic com-
munity and economic corporation in 

the Nation. With nearly $400 million in 
assets, TELACU has created thousands 
of jobs, brought affordable hopes to un-
told numbers of families, leveraged 
millions of dollars in small business 
loans, and, most importantly, provided 
numerous educational opportunities 
for young people and veterans, not only 
in my congressional district, but 
throughout the United States. 

As a prominent national Latino lead-
er, Mr. Lizarraga is a leading voice in 
the revitalization of inner-city commu-
nities and a beacon of hope for young 
people searching for a path to a bright-
er future. 

Mr. Lizarraga is an example of the 
American spirit through which dedi-
cated, hardworking, and enterprising 
individuals do not just get ahead, but, 
in striving for a better life for them-
selves, they empower others to realize 
the American dream. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to ac-
knowledge TELACU and Mr. Lizarraga 
for their dedication to creating jobs 
and opportunities in our communities, 
and to wish them continued success for 
many years to come. 

f 

TAX CUT STEALING FROM 
FUTURE GENERATIONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. SOLIS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, tonight I 
rise to speak on behalf of future gen-
erations of Americans. The needs of 
these children, and their children, are 
clear. They need a strong economy, 
quality education, health care and a 
clean environment. 

The $350 billion tax cut passed by 
House Republicans provides none of 
this. In fact, the tax cut steals from 
the future to feed the greedy of today. 

Last-minute changes made by Repub-
licans will prevent families, like this 
one, with incomes of less than $26,000, 
who have 11.9 million children, from re-
ceiving the child tax credit. In fact, 1 
out of every 4 families in my district in 
California will get no child tax credit. 

Working families, like the one pic-
tured here, who told me how hard they 
are working just to provide basic needs 
for their children, will get nothing. 
House Republicans claim they could 
not fit these families into their tax 
cut. Somehow they found plenty of 
room, however, to allow corporations 
such as Enron to continue to hide $50 
billion in offshore tax shelters. 

How can I go back to my district and 
tell families such as this one that their 
children will get no tax relief because 
Republicans chose to protect corporate 
tax shelters instead? 

In the Republican plan to rob the fu-
ture, millionaires get $90,000 in tax 
cuts, while working families like this 
one, who build and invigorate our econ-
omy, will get next to nothing. 

For example, 47 percent of the people 
in my State of California will get a 
total tax cut of less than $100. One hun-

dred dollars does not go too far in Cali-
fornia, which has some of the highest 
costs of living in the country; 140,000 of 
those families in my district will get 
no child tax credit, and many of these 
families saw their sons and daughters 
and fathers and mothers go off to the 
war. Across the country, there are 
250,000 children of active duty military 
families, such as these, that will re-
ceive no child tax credit. 

These families all sacrifice when we 
ask them to protect future generations 
of Americans. How can I go home and 
tell these families that their own and 
future generations will get nothing be-
cause Republicans would not even sac-
rifice a few thousand dollars of the mil-
lionaire’s $93,000 tax cut? 

Families in my district and across 
the country suffer from rapidly in-
creasing rates of asthma and res-
piratory disease. How can I tell them 
the pollution that compromises their 
health will only get worse because Re-
publicans made room for $100,000 tax 
breaks for the largest, most polluting 
SUVs? 

These same families, along with fam-
ilies of 9.2 million children across the 
country, already cannot get relief for 
their children because they have no 
health insurance. How can I tell them 
that we could have provided this cov-
erage, but instead Republicans chose to 
create a $350 billion tax cut that goes 
mostly to the wealthy? 

Everywhere we look we see future 
generations in peril. We have schools 
that need $300 billion in maintenance 
and repair, a No Child Left Behind Act 
that is short $9.7 billion, 44 million peo-
ple with no health care, basic water in-
frastructure in critical decline, and 9 
million people unemployed. 

With a $400 billion deficit and 100,000 
jobs lost from the economy each 
month, we have few resources and lit-
tle time to deal with this problem. Yet 
Republicans spend our time forcing 
through a tax plan that primarily helps 
millionaires, offshore tax haven, and 
large SUVs. 

This is nothing short of a crime. The 
future has been stolen from future gen-
erations, like this family.

f 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Connecticut (Ms. 
DELAURO) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. DELAURO addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)
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PUTTING THE PRIVILEGED FEW 
AHEAD OF WORKING FAMILIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, hard-
working families need a break more 
than anyone in this country, especially 
since they are bearing the brunt of this 
very weak economy. But, for some rea-
son, the Republican leadership feels 
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